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Saima Awan

Exchange visits at university of UTAH and Colorado
State University aranged by center provide an
omozing ocpportdunity fo students, wherein they
i and afttifude
resaanch :h becomes the
D seholarships and other
future cpenings. Soima Awan is one of those seven

demonstrate their sericus dedic
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choy of USA University got an offer of PhD by

exhibiting nate  behoavior

commitment for ther work.
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Sairna is from a historical town nomed NMozarnpur, near
district Tandeoallohyar. She complefed her early educa-
tion in the town ond for the first fime she stepped out
from her fown to a city for bochelor’s studies. She oid
boachelors from MUET Jamshoro. She B very much grate-
ful to Allah who blessed her like porents she have. "Thisis
one of the greatest gift your porentz can give, the
freedom on your decisions and youwr drearms” 3airma
shares. "l have been awarded Chinese govermmment
scholarship for master studies but fhe scholarship wos
not fully funded fhen | got to bnow about this center
from My senicrs. It worked for me and coming here
turmed out to be the best thing hoppened in my life.
Mow, that | am kere at the center, | am grafeful and do
not hove any regrets on missing other opportunities.
Cod gives you that, what is best for you™. She odds
further. “This center ic a lot better than rest of institutes
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saima Awan i one of the emerging researchers of the USPCAS-W. her
expertise come in the envircnmentfal engineerng and beside fhis she is
ambassador at Wormen Engineers Pakistan and disirict coordinator at
ISEC Pakistan. S3gima hos also worked os fleld research associate in
different projects at the center. Cumenily, she haos complefed her
exchange visit with the disfinction and has been offered PhD by her
mentor Dr. James Ippolito af Colorado State University on complefion of
her M3 research work.
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that | have experienced up unfil now, in the beginning
it wois a completely new exposure, and it was no mors
than surprse for us o see our Director interacting with
students directly”.

e

The work rules ore different at the center according to
Saima which makes it amanng place to sfudy and work,
As she exploins:

“Thizs center i a smoll university in itself. By providing
facilitie: of books, lakoratories, learned profecsors, fleld
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exposures, cofetera, cormveyance and many moe ©

rmckes us fo complete cur goals easily. One more amaz-
ing thing about the cenfer is that it bangs a great leam-
ing exposure to you where you get fo kbnow about the
industry and so much more. They make sure fthat you
know how things practically happen in the real fime as
they crronge seminars, meetups and mps with experts
and officiak for students. | hove alc participoted n
these frips. For me my first experience in Thar coal is still
part of my memory. | kod never been there, it wos my
first fime.” After joining center, Saima thinks she hos
improved os a person; thi i alke her achievement she
believes that she has improved in personality, hos more
confidence than before and has become efficient in
commumnication because of fthe diverse exposure
provided by the center through serminars, projects, etc.

ihe shored her peculiaor experence os:

"This cenfer hos gender equity policy [where cumently
she is serving os an infernee) in pracfice that's why the
place it tolerant to girs Saimao think:s. Talking alkout her
understanding, she esplaoine how imporant it 5 fo
change our perceplions on grk as society when it
comes to their recognifion oz profeszsionals: "l hawve
been experencing different perspectives of the society
about women gender to work in professional flelds
along with cpposite gender that are so disheortened.
There must e some limiftations but nof the boriers n
between. | hoave olzo worked in fleld with my male
fellows ond had o great exposure. | must zay “There are
some differences thot really suck but don't l2f them
define you”. | appreciate the efforfs of this center thot is
emerging fhe women imporfance in every sector
Woman is cne of the bravest creatures Allah has creal-
ed, | think if they con run homes so they con run coun-
triez ac well along with the upport of cppocite genader
while considendng gender eguity. | think it's high time we
should change our thinking on this sensifive motier.”

Sgima haos recently completed here US exchange visit at

Colorado state university; she finds her experience s

st valvakble. She shares the particulor experisnce as:
“It was greaf expernence though it wos my first fime air
travel internaoficnally ond first experience outside
Pokisfaor.
happiest were my parenis who ahlvays encouvroge me

Everyone was happy for rmy visit to USA and

to be o successiul person. | porficipated in sociol and
cultural octiviies and made friends from different

countries.

| travelled different stotes of Amerca.
bock with much technical leaming. Saima’s visif at USA

| howve come

was full of expernences. Joimo says “The behavicr, punc-
tualty, sincerity and to pay appeeciation: fo each other
was the best learning part of exchange visit”. Morecver,
it wois foscinating and shocking fo see how things were
appropriate inside their system. Like we went to Wash-
ingtorn which is my favorite place as well, there weren'f
any visicle security provided to the ploce yet it was
secure which wos amaznng. | am also impreszed with
their transport systemn and how people react with each

ciher wos a totally different experience for me”,

ihe i more focused now on her future goalks and wants
to contribute in the country”s welloeing as a researcher,
social worker or an individual. 3he further guoted the
“Talk gkbcwut the proklerms but must think obout the
sciufions of the desk™. 3he iz keen to do some action
research for the betterment of communities. She hos to
work on herself still, because there & geing to kbe along
potin towaord successful future and t's just beginning,
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