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Attiga

Aftiga’s father had remained unemployed for the
most of his ife. Her mother, a school teacher, ran
a little shop inside the vilage. She had a dream to
see her kids affaining gualilty education. Affiga,
being the eldest daughter, knew that she had to
work hard and helg her parents out. She has
succeeded to a greater extent as she has been
using her masiers’ sfipend to bear educational
expenses of two of her younger siblings, who are
alse  university students. 3he dedicates this
achievement fo USPCAS-W and USAID by saying:

“I cowldn’t have achieved all this if didn’f
get this schelarship. | cowld never even think of
doing masters from an institute ke this but this
scholarship proved me wrong'™.

.S, - Pakistan
Centers for Advanced Studies

somefimes, confldence means faking big leaps of faith. Attiga found her
confidence and used it fo change her own life and that of her family.
Aftiga is one of the most remarkable studenis of U5 Pakistan Center for
Advance Studies in Water [USPCAZ-W). in a sense that she challenged
all the stereotypes of the society fo prove that education and hand work
can change one’s fife for good. Coming from a small viloge called
. Malihan [District Badin), Attiga is no less than an extracrdinary gird as she
had been among the very few gils in fhe enfire commumnity who
stepped ocut of their hormes and went to the only school of the vilage
where only boys went. Her joumey of educaficon remained full of
challenges but she always knew that it wos worih it

in Water C

After finishing baochelors in Plant 3ciences
Department of University of Sindh, Aftiga knew
that she could not go for further education due fo
poor inancial condifions of the family. However,
getting a fully funded scholarship came as aq
blessing for her. 3he has been confinuing masters
in Water sanitation, and Health Science (WaiH),
one of the dizciplines at the water center. While
sharing her views on the provisions provided by
the center, she says that she was highly
astonished io see faciifies available af campus
and at hostel. Hot only this, Affiga finds the center
highly disfinct from ofher insfitutes because of high
quality labs which are full of equipment needed
to polish the skils of the leamers. She further
elaborates:

"Behavicrs of feachers are quife different
from other institutes that | have aftended. Teach-
ers are very kind and helping. Equality of all is also
cne of the best things about the center. We can
falk fo our teachers any time, even with the direc-
for of center. Al canfeens, we all sif tegether and
it boosts up my confidence. It makes us feel that
we all are equal here with just different roles. | fesl
like I, as an individuai, also matfer”.

Partmasing Univeraities
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Visiting USA was also a part of Atfiga’s achieve-

ments at the cenfter. While falking about the
exchange journey, Affiga shares that fhose were
the months of leaming, exposure, and practfice of
skills. 3he shares,

“Because of my posiive expenence at
USPCAS-W, | aleady had high heopes about
people of UTAH. The visit not only polished my fisld
related skills, but also improved my English speak-
ing and presentafion skills”.

She is very happy with the gender eqguity policy of
the center. While falking about it, she guofes,
‘zero discrimination of gender haos made us more
determined and we have found ourworth in male
dominant society due to value that we get here'.
She further maintains:

“Here, they itrain us all to freat both the genders
eqgually. It has enhanced my selfrsliance and |
have become socially more active. We are not
made fo feel guilfy for being girls [like my prior
expernences). | paricipate in sporfs aclivifies,

conference arganizations, etc. Everywhere else,
we gils are made to feel that we are inferior
because we are girls and that negafively affects
our experences. Al USPCAS-W, we get respect.
opporfunifies, and value that we girls deserve and
it empowers us to achieve more and more
sucCess in life™.

Wiith the goal of serving her homeland, Affiga has
been working enthusiastically on drinking waier
purfication removing arsenic from drinking wafer]
using different organic waste. She also dreams fo
use this idea for her future business as she wanifs fo
provide this organic product fo local communities,
T |

"Through NGOs and public secfors, | want
fo make sure thaf local people af grass-roof levels
can get access fo the organic product and use i
for purificafion of wafer”.

Parimering Universities
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